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FAMILY ACCOUNT OF MES. LUCY ANN PAGE, LATE 
OF GLOUCESTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

Having promised to trace our ancestry for my children, I will 
do so as briefly as I can, and then write them a short sketch of 
my immediate family, as I wish them to know something of, and 
appreciate, those so dear to me. 

Our first ancestor by the name of Jones, who emigrated to this 
country, was the Rev. Emanuel Jones, a native of Wales, who 
came over as minister to Petsworth Church, accompanied by his 
two sons, Emanuel and Richard. 

Emanuel, who I believe was also a minister, married a Miss 
Macon, and lived in Williamsburg, from whom there is only one 
descendant, "Emanuel Macon Jones," of Essex. 

Richard, our immediate ancestor, was a physician, and married 
Miss Anne Simmons before leaving England, I think, and 
settled near his father. This gentleman left five sons, Emanuel, 
Edward, John, James and Richard, and two daughters, Frances, 
who married Mr. Thruston, and Anne, who was the first wife 
of Mr. Meaux Thornton. Edward also married, leaving two 
daughters, and Richard, leaving one, so that papa was the only 
male descendant of the name from this branch. 

Papa's father, Emanuel, the oldest son of Richard, was also 
a minister, the third of his name. He was first sent to William 
and Mary College, and then to England to finish his education, 
and remained two years. He then returned fully ordained, and 
took charge of a parish in King William county, soon after 
which he married Miss Mary Booth, to whom he had been at- 
tached while a student of William and Mary. Grandmamma's 
father was a brother of Mr. Booth, of Belleville, and her mother, 
a Miss Cooke, from Wareham, and her grandmother, a Miss 
Todd, from Toddsbury. 

The Booths were descended from a noble family in England, 
and I have heard there was still a title vacant to which the oldest 
branch in this country is entitled.* 

The first Mr. Cooke, who emigrated to this country, was, I 
have been told, the son of a baronet in England, and owned a 

* This was written years before hearing of the Booth fortune. 
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very large tract of country in what we call the Highlands, then 
considered superior to the low grounds. They were genuine 
specimens of the good old English Squires, and remarkable for 
their great integrity of character. Most of the oldest families 
in the county [Gloucester county] were either descended from 
or connected with them — the Booths, the Peytons, the Perrins, 
the Whitings, the Throckmortons ; and many out of the county, 
the Smiths, of Shooters Hill, the Barbours, of Orange, and 
many others I cannot recollect. 

I have already said that my grandfather had charge of a 
parish in King William ; he remained in charge of that congre- 
gation until his death, endearing himself to both rich and poor 
by the faithful discharge of his duties and great piety. He 
was also a most devoted husband and father. My grandmother 
was perfectly enthusiastic in her high appreciation of his char- 
acter and devotion to his memory. She gave me, when a child, 
his funeral sermon to read, in which the character there given 
him fully justified the text taken, "I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith; hence- 
forth is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord 
the righteous judge shall give me at that day." He died young, 
leaving three little children, Bichard, Lucy and Anne, to the 
sole guardianship of their mother; and well did she repay his 
confidence by a life of devotion to his children. My grandfather 
had purchased a very healthy residence for his family in the 
event of his death, "Hickory Hill," in Hanover county, to 
which place my grandmother removed, and continued to reside 
there until the marriage of her oldest daughter, Lucy, to her 
cousin, Mr. George Booth, of Belleville, and, having lost her 
youngest, Anne, not very long before, a lovely girl of fifteen, 
she felt as if she could not be separated from her only remaining 
one, so determined to dispose of her home in Hanover, and 
return, like Naomi to the land of her forefathers. She pur- 
chased a new home near her daughter, and my father also having 
married a Gloucester lady, Miss Martha Throckmorton, pur- 
chased an adjoining farm. My earliest and dearest associations 
are connected with that dear and united home circle, breathing 
as it did the atmosphere of devoted and unselfish love. I can 
well remember my grandmother; she was a very tall, majestic 
looking woman, with splendid eyes, and must have been pre- 
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eminently handsome in her youth, which I have heard she was. 
She was a woman of great strength of mind and character, and 
a very staunch Episcopalian. She was as devoted a grand- 
mother as mother, and I, her "especial pet," loved to listen to 
her accounts of by-gone days, and I became perfectly familiar 
with the manners, customs and persons of her day. My father, 
her only son, was almost an idol with her and with his sister, 
and fully reciprocated their love. He was a most devoted son, 
brother, husband and father; brave, noble-hearted and generous 
to an extreme, he could not see distress without relieving it, and 
was proverbial for his hospitality. I may truly say with the 
poet, that "to the homeless child of want, his door was open 
still," and many found a refuge in his home. 

His only surviving sister, "my Aunt Booth," of whom you 
have so often heard me speak, was, like her mother, early left 
a widow, with three children, Mary, Fanny and Lucy Anne, and 
well did she realize St. Paul's definition of a "widow indeed." 
My grandmother had paid great attention to her education, and, 
as was the good old custom of that day, combined the useful with 
the ornamental, and instructed her most carefully in household 
matters, so that she was one of the best housewives I ever saw, 
and united firmness and mildness so happily that she was par- 
ticularly well adapted to the training and management of ser- 
vants, to whom she was not only a kind mistress, but a true 
friend. As a wife, mother, daughter, sister and aunt, she was a 
perfect model. I have often heard my mother say that she was 
the most unselfish person she ever saw, and in everything pre- 
ferred her brother's interest to her own; and if you only knew 
the strong ties that so endeared to me this, the only aunt I can 
remember, you would not wonder at her being associated with 
most of the pleasures of the past. She entertained a great deal 
of company, though not mingling with the gay world, and par- 
ticularly after her daughters were grown ; but their amusements 
and pleasures were chiefly literary. Every new work was re- 
ceived and read aloud, and it was thus early that I acquired a 
taste for reading that has been such a resource to me in the 
retired life I have led. But this happy family was not to re- 
main unbroken. "Cousin Mary," the oldest, young, gifted and 
admired, was cut off by consumption in her nineteenth year, 
and in less than two years after, we lost my beloved grand- 
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mother; about a year after which, Cousin Lucy Anne, my aunt's 
youngest daughter, followed her sister to the grave, a victim to 
the same disease. My aunt, feeling with Jacob "that bereaved 
of her children, she was bereaved indeed," was perfectly crushed 
by the blow, and finding her health fail, determined to hasten 
the marriage of her only surviving daughter, that she might not 
leave her so lonely, and "the old home" deserted. The event 
proved that she judged wisely, as she only survived her mar- 
riage a few months, leaving her child to the care of a devoted 
husband, in whose tender sympathy and the consolations of 
religion, she found her greatest comfort in the hour of so 
severe an affliction. This dear cousin I cannot leave without a 
tribute to her memory, most justly due ; with highly cultivated 
mind and innate refinement of manners, softened by Christian 
grace, she was truly the impersonation of everything beautiful 
in the female character. To me she was all that an elder sister 
could have been, and as such I dearly loved her; but she also 
was early swept off by the same ruthless disease so fatal to her 
sisters, leaving an infant son, the sole representative of my 
father's only sister, and, except ourselves, of our grandmother. 
Therefore it is, that William * feels so very near and dear to 
me, and that my interest in and anxiety for him have followed 
him, and will follow him wherever he may go. 

L. A. P. 

I omitted to say that grandmamma's mother was a widow 
Smith when she married her father, and that her oldest son, the 
Eev. Thomas Smith, married a Miss Smith, of Shooter's Hill, 
sister of mamma's two grandmothers, and it is in this way we 
are so nearly and trebly related to Cousin Macon and her chil- 
dren. 

(To be Continued.) 

* General William B. Taliaferro. 
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